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This month is the first Special Issue - and I hope that there will 
be oore during the next year and then perhaps periodicaliy for 
the many yea:rs I hope this neY!sletter will last. 

� personal thanks to Peter Bander pf Van Duren Press· for allo� 
:i.ng me to reproduce i t. 

As I said 1 ast month, I hope to write to J urge.i:lson with any 
questions that you readers wuld like to aak him and to fin<.l 
o ut the latest developments se> if you want to know anything 
write after the next month vrhen the article will be completed. 
It must be remembered how�er that the article is a few years 
old now. 

I am sorry I could not fit all of the article into a one 
m6nth Special b.l t I am printing a fe�:·' extra copies to which 
I vr.ill attach the few pages of next month as sample copies 
for prospective subscribers. 

I am getting many vrorthwhile sugeestions for i mprovement of 
the newsletter and for future issues so many thanks to ali 
those who have written and keep the ideas coming! • al so the 
articles 1 

next month I hope to send out a list of all available literature 
dealing with the EVP .  Also :t am now thinking about the first (?) 
EVP confrertce in :England to be held next Spring so· if anyone 
has a:ny ideas for the programme please let me know. 

I hope you all enjoy the Special Issue. 

Alan 
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This interview is reproduced with pennission 
of the copyright holderst V.Al-T IDREH,PUBLISEERS 
of GERRA..lUJS CROSS, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, EHGL.AND. 

COMMIT1TICATION - NOT GIBBERISH IS WA1TTED 

Friedrich Jurgenson, the discoverer of the Electronic Voice Phenomenon 
paid his first vist to Britain. In an exclusive interview Mr :Jurganson 
expla ined the irrunense prpgress which has been made in this field of 
psychical research. In three demonstrations he convinced us that the 
methods of recording voices as dbne in the English speaking wrld • 

follovd.ng Dr. Raudive' s methods - is far behind the times. ''You got 
stuck in the stone age," he laughingly observed, ttthe space age is here 
now and it is time for your researchers to catch up. n 

During his short stay in England, Friedrich Jurgenson, the discoverer of 
the Electronic Voice Phenomenon7 gave one interview only. Despite several 
requests from other papers which had heard of his visit to this countr.r, 
Mr Jurgenson declined to accept them. ni think it would be unfair and 
possibly open to misinterpretation if I were to engage in large scale 
public:i.-cy. Dr Raudive h:).,s <lied only recently; his book "Breakth:rough11 
in tmduced the EVP to the English speaking rorld. Unfortunately, I 
was unable to come to Britain before; now that Raudi ve is dead, it may 
look as if I was making use of the present controversy going on about 
him. l have long wanted to vist Britain. Also, I have some personal 
fr iends in England. What made me come so suddenly was the final part of 
a docu.1nen tarJ film on psychical phenomena and especially the Voice Phen.;.. 
omenon, which I hope will also be shown� on BBC. No film is complete un­
less one covers the latest developments. So it was' Matthew Manning I 
really came to see. n 

Jurgenson1 s own book "Sprechf'unk mit Verstorbenen" (rtadio Communication 
vri th the De; 3d) was never pub-lish6d in this count:cy. ''Mind you," he 
explained , "it IDuld be wrong to publish it nov; as I. wrote it alxoost 
ten years ago .  So much has happened since I wrote it that it would 
have to be completly re-written before I could. allow it to go into print 
again. I find so little time for writing; n:zy- commitments as film producer· 
takes up so much time. From time to time I put some of the latest advance­
ments down in writing� but I think it is a waste of time· to go over the · 

same g:round again which I have covered beforre and which - to some extent -
Dr Ra:udive seems to b').VO used from the records of rrry very early research. 
For four years, Konstantin R--:ndive spent Imlch time at rrry laboratoJ.Y in 
Sweden. He always assured me that he could not possibly do his vrork 
without rrry help� Then one day he demided to write a book and that was 
the last I saw of him. He wrote occasionally, but it was only after 
some of rrry collaborators ha<l ordered a copy of his book from ]hgland, that 
I realised. what he had clone. I really don't mind that he laid claim to 
so many things. As long as the Electronic Voice Phenomenon becomes widely 
knom and researchers aJ.l over the rorld give their time for a thorough 
study to it, the objective is achieved. But I don't think that the 
gibberish, those soft and ofte�:l inaudible whispers and voices which he 
produced and taught others to produce are the same thing I have been 
engaged in. We wanted p:roper communication. I wanted to establish dialogue. 
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I don't want to sit in front of a tape-recorder for hours and pl� soma 
guessing game, spend hours on interpretation. I certainly don't want to 
compete with those who quite happily rec�rd all possible "pick-ups", 
conversations between aircrafts and ground-control, interferences from 
radio stations and the like." 

Frieclrich J urgenson was quite adamant that it was a waste of time to listen 
to voices ( even if they are genuine) if they are inaudible. "This is just 
the kincl of thing which gives the EVP a bad name, " he added, "either you 
come up wi. th clear cut evidence, or keep quiet about your rork." 

Mr Jurgenson' s voices on the tapes ARE different from anything we have 
heard so far. He does establish a meaningful dialogue, and at times one 
feels that he has overcome the many teething troubles from which the 
Engiishand American r esearchers still suffer. 

For example, Jurgenson dismises "microphone play-ins" as ou tdated, prim­
i tive and highly unsatisfactozy. ''You only get the odd five or six 
syllables, and most of your time is taken up by arguing and guessing 
about the correct interpretation." The same go!)s for diode voices, 

Jurgenson feels that the results leave much to be desired; in fact he 
to ld us that he has observed diode recordings a.rxl considers them a. com­
pl ete waste of time� 

What Raudive described as "interfrequency m ethod" ie recording from a 
radio bandwa.ve, seems to h.1.ve been misunderstood and wrongly presented. 
From our reckoning, Dr Raudive set himself up independently roughly wherr 
J urgenson was about to make his breakthrough with the "interfrequency m&­
thod". This may account for the fact that we were alwa.vs given to undor­
stand that one "looks for a waveband which may normally car1y a transmission 
and closed doVJn. 11 In fact, it became obvious that the principle employed 
by J urgenson differs greatly in this respect. "I need a carrier wave -
a ground wave, if you like," he explained. 

The most remarkable achievement is1 hovrever, the collaboration Friedri.ch 
Jurgenson has had from physicists, especially the Chief Dlgineer of the 
Postal and· Telegraphic Communications Centre in Berlin. Voice prints 
from "play-ins" have been compared with those made of voices of persons 
who vrere also recorded when they were alive. And there is a de.fini te· ) 
pattern of similarity. Characteristics are there which cannot be des­
cribed as coincidental. Phillips are issuing tro long-playing records 
of J urgenson' s voices shortly. 

Tm forty-five minute documenta:cy films are also nearing completion, 
and ;;the Electronic Voice Phemmenon, maY' once again be prese.::1ted� only 
this· time there will be fewer loopholes. Ibwever, a series of recent 
pl�-ins seem to indicate that the EVP is not restricted to voices 
alone. Two separa te recordings made hundreds of miles apart, give 
total r&-enactment of a whole scenea in both cases a motor accident 
was! recorded on tape , starting about ten seconds before the crash 
occurred, the screeching of the bral{:es, the crash itself, and sec­
onds later, the hysterical reaction of the driver ( in the first case) · 
the assuring voices of three or four others (known to be dead) who id­
entify themselves and then calm the driver down; the comments made 
about the accident and so on. This recording lasts for about five 
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minutes. The first case was recorded at the time of the accident, over 
a hundred miles from the scene of the accident by a researcher, who 
immediately telephoned Jurgenson; his name had been mentioned several 
times and the researoher wondered whether it could have something to 
do vri th him. As it happened, only tw:> days later did Ju:t-genson receive 
official confinnation that his wife's sister had died tragically in a 
motor car accident during her holiday on the continent·. Although 
Jurgenson knevr of this incident thr'Jugh the recording - and so did 
many witnesses, it took the continental police that long to i'ind 
the relatives. Jurgenson did not kno'i'T where his siste:I'-in-law was 
at ile time. 

TRANSCRIPT OF lm'ERVIEW WITH FRIEDRICII JURGIDTSON 

Q - You are aware of the information which was amade available to the 
English speaking world in Ralldive1 s book BREAKTBROUGH. Would you 
sey that t his truly reflects the state of the Electronic Voice 
Phenomenon or have there been advances which we don't know ? 

J- Raudive's book reflects reasonably accurately the beginning o£ the 
voice recordings. The advances which have been made are immense; 
today we have a clea r form of c omnnlnication, a dialogue, questio ns 
and answers. But we must always recognise that we eannot force a 
communicationto take place at a given time. Such communications 
depend largely on atmospheric conditions and several as yet unknovm 
factors. These are factors which I have not been able to identifY. 

Q - I have in the past strongly advocated that researchers should use 
the microphone method of recording voices because I was unhappy 
about the so-called ttin ter-frequency methods" used by Ruadive. 
Was I wrong in discouraging the radio method ? 

J - No, you were absolutely right. I too have always disco raged the use 
of the radio meihod. I .. 11 tell you· wey; it took me about th-ree years 
to perfect the method of radio play-ins. There is the question 
of linguistics' to be c onsidered. One has m l eam where to look 
for the rie;ht carrier wave. For exa..'llple, I am ver.t v.orried when 
I hea.r of researcherB using VID', for example. There are police 
calls, mi calls, aircraft and g :round co ntrol calls and so on. 
I am using the medium band; I am not interested in getting the 
acoustics of a vtave band. 

Q- Does this mean that you t urn the volum down completely ? 

J - 1-To; the carrier wave has no accoustics, there is no tran smission 
and I don't have t� warry abou t this. All I get is an avan white 
noise. The wave which I am using is ont�e medium band and lies 
between Moscow and Vienna. This is by far 1he best carrier wave 
I kmvr. Unfortunately, !discussed this vr.i th t he engi neers it'om 
the BBC and discovered tha·c this p3.rticular wave band is "blocked" 

in ilis count:ry and cannot be received. It appears that this ]m· 
some kind of political retaliation for blocking a British trans• 
mitter to Russia. They did not go into the reasons for it but 
the acutual vrave is not ob·�ainable in Britain. This does not 
me:an that there is not anther frequency which is not equally good, 
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but I would have to have a few days to find it� The one I use is 1445/ 
1450 KHz approximately. 

Q - Can you give a brief outline of tm progress you have made ? You 
know already what the most common methods of recording are which we 
use. 

J - Let me put it this vmya the voices wlich Raudl ve has produced, or the 
vast majority of them, I would notaccept in the first place. If I 
have to play something tv1enty times to make snnse of it, I am not int­
erested at all. These voices are open to any interpretation you care 
to put on them. In most cases, the interpretation put on these voices 
are jusj; mshful thin."king. Surely you have experienced this. If some 
body else comes along, he hears oomething quit-e different� In the 
end some kind of consensus is· achieved� one "agrees11 that it could 
this that or the other. No, - if you have a proper voice, then 
everybody ouc.4t to hear the same right from the start. I will only 
accept such voices which are above any doubt and question as t> their 
meaning. 

Q � Y..r. Jurgenson, the voices ':1e have heard durin g your first demonstration 
were not only absloutely clear' and audible to eve:cybody, but they were 
relevant; they were bot banal - a.n accusation often made against Raudive' s 
voices• How is it that vre did never hear the kind of Electronic Voice 
Phenomenon as you have demonstrated ? 

J - I deeply regret now t hat I did not oome to Jlhgland in 1970 or a little 
later • We could have put the record straight then. Unforinnatly 
illness and. also my �rlc prevented me at the time. Also, if I had 
appeared suddenly, i t  ·woulcl have looked as if I was challenging Raudive. 
I really felt sorry for him, mc.l not at all ang:r:y when I saw what he 
'7��s t rJing to do. 

Q - Mr Jlrlrgenson, surely you must bear some of the res]?Oi1sibili ty for 
the fact that the EVP was presen ted in "Sri tain and America, if you· 
like, in a most unsatisfactory manner. After all, the book "BreE.k­
through'' was out for at least five months before I received a letter 
from several S-rredish scientists who dreVT rrry attention to the fadt that 
Raudive had completely distorted your mle in the disooveJY and dev·· 
elopment of the phenomenon. If fact, one of the scientsts from Gern:r­
arr;{ D:.." Ecr"1 ::??, used the analogy of nthe British picked themselves a 
Rhinestone in Germ� and left the dia.rOOnd untouched i n  Sweden". 
Surely, you could have spoken out then� 

J - I don1 t consi<.ler myself all that important. .And let us get this rigb:ta 
Raudive was my student for four years. !still have all his letters, 
which are almost embarrasing with flattexy. He always assured me tht 
his grecJ.test difficUty was hearing� Then hesucceeded in getting some 
voices and he sud,.Jenly stopped coming to Sweden. I like Ra.udive� I 
also can understand his almost fanatical d esire to make a name for 
himself. Don't forget that he was married to one of the most brill-
ant writers and philosophers in Ge:rmany, Dr Zenta Ma.urina. His wife h."l.s 
alvrays been famous. She is the v-;orlc.l' s leading authority on Dostojewski; 
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she is a novelist of the highest order, a broadcaster - a household · 

name in literaz:r circles; in Gennany. I magine, dear Konstantin,- am­
hi tious and hard prE!'Ssed to do well and 1x> make his name independ­
en tly ffom his wife. This is how he created the ''Raudive voices". 
Of course, he could not do tlis vr.i. th my approval. This is the reason 
why I only discovered what he had done when a colleaoaue showed me the 
book� ''Braakthtt>ugh". I am really sorcy about all this. Konstantin 
Raudive was a .friend, a nd he is dead now. It is very sad that this 
has to · be said t o  explain th e situation and the confUsion which has 
arisen. Now we can dismiss this from our further discussion. Let 
us start from the premise that what you knou and ca:r-cy out in you�" 
experiments is the begti.nning of the Electronic Voice Phenooano� 

Q - Can '1e take it then step by step. What vTas too next step you took in 
your research. 

J ..;. first, I concentrated on quality� I did not need or VTRnt thousands 
of m:ispers and quiet voices. I wanted about -tan clear voices which� 
ever,rone could hear, voices that made sense and which were relevant� 
Then I slowly built upa direct communica tion. Once I had satisfied 
rrcrself, and that go.os for nv collaborators as vrell, that I v-ras re­
cording the voices of dead friends, and not some 11pick-ups" or 
random ooundo � once I was convinced that I had established a 
communication I concentrated on these. I had esta blished th at about 
fifteen persons seemed to communicate clearly and :in a relevant amanner • 

So I stopped searching for other voices, I concentrated on those. 
Very oo.rl.y on, I asked them about their meanns of communication rod 
I was given clearly to unders t�and they used so'nething not unlike tm 
"rad�" system uhich "v7e used on earth. They told me that Edison 
and Maroone were deeply involved in assisting them in their efforts · 

to "get mughtt • I accepted this statement at face value and adopt­
ed a positive attitude; I tried to go along vrl. th them. 

Q - May I interru-pt here for a moment because your explanation throvrs a 
different light on th� ��le exercise. It was only in September 1973 
that I received a letter from you which indicated for the first time 
that t he discover.r - and subsequen t  development of the voice phenom­
enon by you, was not accidental or by chance hltthat you had set out 
to establish communication uith the dead. You must realise that 
this immediately raises serious objections among those scientists 
.,7h,o are quite prepared to investigate the phenomenon as ruch, but 
who insist on th3 possibility that other reasons might account for 
the VOi':;es. 

J - I have obviously b.een misrepresented� t:Lke it from me that I have 
fought rNery inch of the way vr.i. th Pro.feesor Bender about the ami­
mistic theory. And I assure you that although Professor Bender holds: 
on to the theocy he has put .forvlard now for mal)J years, he is totally 
convinced that hthis paranomrmal voices cannot be explained v,ti.th the 
ooimistic thoory; some of them, perhaps, but most of them not • 

.Again I am not here to �ealc for Prf. Bender. I am sure that once he 
is free from the r estrictions place upon him by his academic 
position, he mey have one or tv:o things to say. Don't forget that 
fov; academizs could afford to declare openly that these are the voices 
from ·the dead. Whatever the y think or say in prmvate must remain 
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private until thezy- chose to speak up publicly. There has never been 
any doubt in II\Y mind about the voices. When I received. the first 
voice, that of � mother I was convinced. 

I have never pretended that these voices were anything but what 
they purported to beo The reason I have kept quiet, al though I 
realised that it might be damaging to me personally, was only be­
cause I consider public quarrel s abhorrent; I did not want to do 
hann to the genuine desire of the many thousands vmo carried out· 
experiments. I was sure that sooner or l ater they "'�uld also be­
come as convinced as I was. After all, I hacl. done rey- part. What 
does a personmatter when so much is at stake. Surely, the possibility 
to take awa:s fear of death for millions is so much nx>re i �1portant 
than the reputation of a singl e man. Of course, there were those 
who wanted to start a campaign to putme in t the foreground. I 
absolutely refus:..,d to have anything to do with that. I was not 
concerned uith religious questions, I simply was concerned with 
the cardinal question of Tihat happens bi'ter you die. There is 
this period when you are neither here - on earth, nor have attained 
some form of higher a�1arenes2� It was that period I was interested 
in, no thing else. 

Q- But surely, when yotJ. realised that rs3earch vras taking some strange 
course, you could have intervened &.:'lcl �oken out publicly ? 

J - No, not at all. Men will make mistakes and it is by their own 
mistakes that they will le.).rn9 not by interventions from outs j_de. 

Q - �at convinced your ovm. colleagues th3.t those voices were what they 
purported to be ? 

J - I think it was the "premoritionsu, if that is the right mrd. The 
things which were said about future happenings. Some of them nine 
:r:J.On ths ahead of time, some two woacs, some a day 0 r so. These 
prophetic messae3s, warnings or simply statements, have caused even 
the most sceptical observers t o  accept the paranonnali ty of the 
voices. To me and rrw collc.l.x>rators thEU simply meant that they 
were the voicesof our friends who had achieved, if not a greater 
awareness as yet, though certainly a detachment from ti me. They 
saw the past, present and future from a slightly higher plane thatn 
we could. That is perhaps the best w� of d escribing it. 

The interview between Van Duren Press and Friedrich Jurgenson will 
be continued in next months issue •. 
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